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eady to build a family getaway, a Chi couple found
inspiration in a rem i TWs ush Morgedal
ion. The husband's grandfathe d there as a
yung man in the late 1800s, and the husband remembers
first visiting the family cabin in the 1960s, spending many
childhood holidays there—hiking, skiing, and sharing in cabin
choreg like chopping wood.
The couple imagined a launching pad in the Rocky Mountains
for friends and family that connected to the outdoors like the Nor-
abin, with elements of its rustic charm, yet overall designed
to feel modern, progressive and with conveniences not found in the
ariginal. "We wanted to re-create the feel of the cabin but with run-
ning water and electricity,” the husband says. And a wood-burning
fireplace was important "because it is authentic and brings an at-
mosphere a gas fireplace cannot replicate,” he adds.
They found the perfect 11.76-acre property in Old Snowmass,
nch at the top to take in straight-on views
of Snowmass ski slopes—and unu that it supports two eco-
syst to the north, mature pine trees and aspen groves; to the
south, sagebrush and scrub oak Todd Kennedy and Gage Reese
fram CCY Architects walked the site, thinking the bench would be
the home's location. But heading back downhill, they stopped mid-
It was a protected view, situated between the mature spruce

up to the windows”

Th buildings—a garage, main house and sauna—connect
under one roofline that mimics the slope, and a single door in-
vites in friends and family ."The homeowners didn't want to enter
through the garage while guests enter through a front door—ev-
eryone uses the same door,” says Kennedy. A covered breezeway
opens to nature between home and gara
path, with boulders v

: n cave” serves :
office, outfittad with desk and computar- well as teol shed
and wood-chopping center. Chopping wood i mething that
gives the hu 1d pleasure and connects him to his roots—and
the couple enjoys stacking wood together; the stacks are practi-
cal as well as beautiful.

"What we designed deferred to the site
the house stretche n the trees feels
as long as the trees ha

lean lines—concrete floors, white oak, gapped
vertical wood siding, and shou sugi ban above the fireplace—the
home radiates tranquility. The Mountain Ash granite fireplace >

A grouping in front of the fireplace was designed for reading,
conversation, enjoying the fire and admiring the views outside.
The fireplace hearth is long enough to accommodate the

tall husband, who likes to stretch out there.
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The homeown-
ers take in a “‘wow" view of Snowmass from the
kitchen window. White oak chosen for its ¢

acter and richness is used throughout the home.
A custom-made “candlelier” by CCY Architects

hangs above the dining room table, serving
light source and functional art, At the home's
entry, vertical siding that appears 1o be reclaimed
is actually manufactured wood by HEWN.
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WOOD PRIMER
To give this Scandi-modern home sleek, clean lines and a
handsome Nordic palette, Todd Kennedy from CCY Architects
explains the types of wood finishes used throughout the home:

WHITE OAK Chosen for its character and richness, this blonde wood
is used for most finished surfaces within the house. The home uses
two grades of interior white oak with character grade and clear white
oak, both plain sawn to preserve the natural texture of the wood
grain. We used the minor differences in two grades of wood, how it
was finished and the way it was laid up, to create subtle amounts

of contrast, which helped create a level of sophistication within the
interiors. MANUFACTURED WOOD What appears to be reclaimed
wood is manufactured by HEWN in Oregon. A prefinished product
produced with their finishes, burned or chemical stains, it is less
expensive and results in less waste than reclaimed boards, It is used
vertically as siding around the gear room at the home's entrance.
SHOU SUGI BAN Originating in 18th-century Japan, shou sugi ban
is @ method of preserving wood by charring it with fire. We wanted a
dark wood finish for the recessed areas on the exterior of the house
as well as an accent above the fireplace. Woods that are stained or
painted black in our experience do not age well and require a lot of
maintenance. The preservative qualities of the shou sugi ban gave us
the dark finish we were looking for without passing on the mainte-
nance issues to the homeowners. CEDAR Cedar has always been a
popular choice for saunas—from an experiential point of view, the
visual warmth and aromatic qualities of the cedar are an expected
part of a sauna experience. There also is a practical reason why
saunas use cedar: It's a soft, lightweight wood, which means it
warms to the touch quickly without getting too hot. It's also very
stable, preventing it from cracking, twisting and cupping under the
extreme temperature and humidity conditions of a sauna.



“WHAT WE DESIGNED DEFERRED TO THE SITE.

arcrHireer 1ODD KENNEDY

ded our

OPPOSITE: Built-in furniture contributes to the home's sleek look;
in the master bedroom, the headboard provides storage for books
and reading glasses, THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: In
the guest bathroom, everyone receives their own drawer. A poured
concrete stairway flows down to the lower level. Built-in storage
throughout the home keeps it organized even when the home is full
of "Norwegians at Christmas” according to the husband.

»For a guide to this home’s products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/ NorwegianWood
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WHERE THE
WILD THINGS ARE

I'm reading Wild Land, a gorgeous oversized book by award-winning
photographers Peter and Beverly Pickford, taking us into remote places
untouched by humankind. Although | may only visit these extreme wildlands
through a photographer's lens, living in the Rocky Mountain West
sometimes provides wild places right outside my window,

While driving to a cabin at Triple Creek Ranch in Montana's Bifterroot
Mountains recently, the guide no sooner mentioned we might get lucky and see
“the bull elk that's been hanging around™ than the magnificent animal appeared
near the cabin. "Did you secretly radio your team, ‘cue the alk'?" | asked.

A Scandi-modem Snowmass home, page 134, was inspired by a family
cabn in Modrigal, Norway, reachable only by an hour-and-a-half hike. The
Aspen homeowners installed floor-to-ceiling windows to bring nature close. | watched an
emnine chase a rabbit right outside the window,” the wife says. And nature came knock-

TATIM

ing again when the security camera captured three mountain lions lounging on the patio.

Proximity to nature and spectacular views top the list for mountain homeowners—a
London-based family enjoys views of Dollar Mountain from their Sun Valley townhome,
page 156, and a Yellowstone Club family with vistas of Spanish Peaks and the Pioneer
Range, page 150, has playfully dubbed their home “Mountain Peek.”

And our Top Architects and Designers List, celebrating best-of-the-best mountain
professionals, brings to mind the quote, "The climb may be tough, but the view from
top is always better.”
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1. On a trip to Aspen
I visited the home leatured
in “Norwegian Wood" and
spoke with CCY Architects
Todd Kennedy and Gage
Reease
shed.” 2. An uninvited
guest shows up on the
Norwegian Wood patio
3. Tha Norway cabin that
the Snowmass
Lush Mod
in summer. 5. The

outside the “he

of Wild Land by Peter and
Beverly Picklord, published
by Thames & Hudson




